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UN’s IC]J Invents an Internatlonal “Right to Strike”

The United Nations’ International Court of
Justice (IC]), also known as the UN World
Court, issued an advisory opinion on May 21
claiming that a “right to strike” exists under
international law — a major power grab by
both the court and the International Labour
Organization (ILO).

In a 10-4 vote, the IC] ruled that “the right
to strike of workers and their organizations
is protected under the Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to
Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87).” It
nonetheless noted that its ruling “does not
entail any determination on the precise
content, scope or conditions for the exercise
of that right.”

St11gherr1an/W1k1med1a Commons

According to a UN press release, “The case was referred to the Court by the ILO’s Governing Body in
November 2023, after years of disagreement among the agency’s core constituents — governments,
employers and workers — over whether Convention No. 87 protects the right to strike, even though the
treaty does not explicitly mention strikes.” The ICJ held hearings on the case in October 2025, as The
New American reported at the time.

In a statement released in response to the IC] ruling, the ILO announced that its Governing Body “is
expected to consider the matter at its 358th session in November, including any follow-up.”

Another Power Grab

The IC]J’s ruling marks yet another UN power grab, in which the scope and authority of UN agencies
expand at the expense of national sovereignty.

The ruling also demonstrates how the UN’s concept of “rights” is antithetical to the traditional
American understanding. The UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), for example,
claims that rights are “granted ... by the constitution or by law,” as opposed to being unalienable or
God-given. It also claims that the government can limit rights as “determined by law.” Finally, the
UDHR claims that “rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.”

By contrast, the U.S. Declaration of Independence affirms “that all men ... are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights.” It also declares “that to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men.” In other words, while the UN claims that rights come from government — and
can be easily revoked — the Declaration of Independence states that rights come from God, and that
government has a fundamental duty to protect those preexisting rights.

Instead of participating in a globalist organization created with the purpose of becoming a world
government, and that continues to subvert national sovereignty, the United States must get out of the
UN entirely. Legislation to do just that, the DEFUND Act (H.R. 1498 and S. 669), is currently pending in
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https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/191/191-20260521-pre-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/191/191-20260521-sum-01-00-en.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/05/1167571
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/10/1166044
http://www.ilo.org/
https://www.ilo.org/ilo-governing-body
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/un/uns-icj-and-ilo-invent-a-right-to-strike/
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-receives-international-court-justice-advisory-opinion-convention-no-87
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/constitution/behind-the-deep-state-alex-newman-un-human-rights-vs-god-given-rights/
https://thenewamerican.com/print/the-un-founding-and-founders/
https://thenewamerican.com/print/global-power-grab/
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/congress/bills-to-exit-un-introduced-in-congress/
https://jbs.org/alert/get-us-out-of-the-un/
https://ttipwatch.net/author/peter-rykowski/?utm_source=_pdf
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both the U.S. House and Senate.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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