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Iran Reopens Strait; Israel-Lebanon Ceasefire Begins; Oil
Prices Plummet, Stock Market Surges
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Satellite view of the Strait of Hormuz

Hours after Israel agreed to stop bombing
Lebanon for 10 days, Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi announced
that the nation had reopened the Strait of
Hormuz to all commercial traffic.

President Donald Trump followed Araghchi’s
announcement on X with multiple posts on
his Truth Social platform, and oil prices
plunged as the stock market surged. Trump
wrote that reopening the canal was
unrelated to the temporary peace between
Israel and Lebanon.

The State Department announced the
ceasefire yesterday.

Strait Opened Days After U.S. Blockade
Reacting to failed peace talks led by Vice President J.D. Vance, President Trump announced on Sunday
that the U.S. Navy would block traffic into and out of the strait as long as Iran kept it closed. The goal:
Crush the nation’s economy. 

On Wednesday, U.S. Central Command reported on X that the blockade had stopped traffic in the Gulf
of Oman. Also on Wednesday, The Washington Post revealed that more than 10,000 troops were headed
to the region aboard the USS George H.W. Bush and other ships carrying a contingent of U.S. Marines.

https://x.com/araghchi
https://x.com/araghchi/status/2045121573124759713?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045121573124759713%7Ctwgr%5E3753471848a6748b67b8037e8fee7202becaf416%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/trump-u-s-will-blockade-strait-of-hormuz-finish-off-iran-because-peace-talks-failed/
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2044442538694582501?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2044442538694582501%7Ctwgr%5Ee2b2cc140cac9c832000dd326ddf807067cb4043%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/middle-east/wapo-more-than-10k-troops-headed-for-persian-gulf-as-u-s-blockades-strait-of-hormuz/
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/middle-east/wapo-more-than-10k-troops-headed-for-persian-gulf-as-u-s-blockades-strait-of-hormuz/
https://ttipwatch.net/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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The blockade apparently worked. 

“In line with the ceasefire in Lebanon, the passage for all commercial vessels through Strait of Hormuz
is declared completely open for the remaining period of ceasefire, on the coordinated route as already
announced by Ports and Maritime Organisation of the Islamic Rep. of Iran,” Araghchi wrote on X at 8:45
a.m.

Trump replied on X at 9:29 a.m: IRAN HAS JUST ANNOUNCED THAT THE STRAIT OF IRAN IS FULLY
OPEN AND READY FOR FULL PASSAGE.

Minutes later, he warned that the blockade remains.

“THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS COMPLETELY OPEN AND READY FOR BUSINESS AND FULL
PASSAGE, BUT THE NAVAL BLOCKADE WILL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AS IT
PERTAINS TO IRAN, ONLY, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS OUR TRANSACTION WITH IRAN IS 100%
COMPLETE,” Trump wrote:

THIS PROCESS SHOULD GO VERY QUICKLY IN THAT MOST OF THE POINTS ARE
ALREADY NEGOTIATED.

Trump claimed that he rejected an offer from NATO to help the U.S., that Iran will remove mines with
American help, and that Iran agreed “never close the Strait of Hormuz again. It will no longer be used
as a weapon against the World!”

https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2043353200519155865?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2043353200519155865%7Ctwgr%5E73443238afb722d30557a3460183bf7bdd0c5c51%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045132606505943217?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045132606505943217%7Ctwgr%5E79ae7d6cb4fb6ab07bf550bd5bcfeea1f43e8682%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045133182648111309?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045133182648111309%7Ctwgr%5Ecbfaf84d47d4c3987f87d75a67c96cd657a46ba6%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045151842993418474
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045153180322054572
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045156096659329351?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045156096659329351%7Ctwgr%5E02e90379930ccab3cdc21b66e15950372b2625ad%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://ttipwatch.net/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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He also observed that Iran’s move is unrelated to the ceasefire in Lebanon.

Israel, Lebanon 
Iran closed the strait for a second time after Israel began bombing targets across Lebanon as part of an
effort to seize the southern part of the country up to the Litani River. Conquering and annexing that
territory is part of the Greater Israel project. The bombing undermined peace talks between Vance and
the Iranians, and showed that, despite its client-state status, President Trump has no control over
Israel, which does what it wants.

Indeed, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu bragged that the Trump administration reports to him
every day, presumably to get U.S. policies in the region approved. Yet the administration does,
apparently, have some influence in Israel.

The State Department announced yesterday:

Following productive direct talks on April 14 between the governments of the Republic of
Lebanon (hereinafter “Lebanon”) and the State of Israel (hereinafter “Israel”), brokered by
the United States of America, Lebanon and Israel have reached an understanding in which
both nations will work to create conditions conducive to lasting peace between the two
countries, full recognition of each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and
establishing genuine security along their shared border, while preserving Israel’s inherent
right to self-defense.

The agreement says terror groups that operate in Lebanon must be stopped, and that only the Lebanese
army and other government agencies can bear arms. Furthermore:

Israel and Lebanon affirm that the two countries are not at war and commit to engaging in
good-faith direct negotiations, facilitated by the United States, with the objective of
achieving a comprehensive agreement that ensures lasting security, stability, and peace
between the two countries.

https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045154217007231081?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045154217007231081%7Ctwgr%5E378b0c2576f952eeeece0e5ad4e997ce251bfd90%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2045154217007231081?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045154217007231081%7Ctwgr%5E378b0c2576f952eeeece0e5ad4e997ce251bfd90%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440546action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/middle-east/reports-iran-recloses-strait-of-hormuz-after-israel-bombards-lebanon-undermining-ceasefire/
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/middle-east/reports-israels-campaign-to-seize-southern-lebanon-is-killing-christians-carlson-calls-for-end-to-aid/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Israel
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/netanyahu-says-trump-admin-reports-to-him-every-day-kent-no-enrichment-position-killed-peace-talks/
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/04/ten-day-cessation-of-hostilities-to-enable-peace-negotiations-between-israel-and-lebanon
https://ttipwatch.net/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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The 10-day ceasefire begins today at 5 p.m.

The agreement also says Israel can defend itself and that the government in Lebanon “will take
meaningful steps to prevent Hezbollah and all other rogue non-state armed groups in the territory of
Lebanon from carrying out any attacks, operations, or hostile activities against Israeli targets.”

As well:

All parties recognize Lebanon’s security forces as having exclusive responsibility for
Lebanon’s sovereignty and national defense; no other country or group has claim to be the
guarantor of Lebanon’s sovereignty.

Oil, Stock Prices
The price of Brent crude oil, the global standard, plunged 13 percent, to $86.33 per barrel, then rose to
$91.05. West Texas Intermediate fell 13 percent, to $79.23 per barrel, then ticked up a few dollars.

“The Dow Jones Industrial Average, Nasdaq, and S&P 500 surged 1.9%, 1.4%, and 1.2%, respectively,
in recent trading, with the Dow adding more than 900 points and the S&P 500 and Nasdaq setting fresh
all-time highs for a third straight day,” Investopedia reported.

https://www.google.com/search?q=brent+crude+oil+price&amp;sca_esv=6fb35045ee96cfd9&amp;biw=1920&amp;bih=911&amp;sxsrf=ANbL-n7jbObZz5l-j9O1g48OrPENmPRFqg%3A1776452264130&amp;ei=qILiaePOB8vb5NoP9qqJ8Q4&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjjwqexyPWTAxXLLVkFHXZVIu4Q4dUDCBE&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=brent+crude+oil+price&amp;gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFWJyZW50IGNydWRlIG9pbCBwcmljZTILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEyCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBMgoQABiABBiKBRhDMggQABiABBixAzIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgsQABiABBixAxiDATIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABEibFlCcAli8FXABeAGQAQCYAUOgAb0EqgECMTC4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgugAtQEwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAhAQABiABBiKBRhDGLEDGIMBmAMAiAYBkAYKkgcCMTGgB6s5sgcCMTC4B9EEwgcEMC4xMcgHEIAIAQ&amp;sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=wti+oil&amp;oq=wti+oil&amp;gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyFAgAEEUYORhDGIMBGLEDGIAEGIoFMhIIARAAGEMYgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQyDQgDEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEAAYgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyBwgJEAAYgATSAQg1MjIzajBqNKgCA7ACAfEFZ_8c3E_uegA&amp;sourceid=chrome&amp;ie=UTF-8
https://www.investopedia.com/stock-market-today-dow-jones-s-and-p-500-04172026-11952159
https://ttipwatch.net/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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