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King Charles Announces Digital ID Plans

In a King’s Speech delivered on May 13,
King Charles III stated, “My ministers will ...
proceed with the introduction of digital ID.”
The announcement, part of the formal
opening of Parliament under the Labour
government of Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
has spurred debate over privacy, civil
liberties, and government surveillance in the
United Kingdom.

The king’s statement recalls a speech in
September 2025 at the Global Progress
Action Summit in London, where Starmer
said, “Today I am announcing: this Vertigo3d/iStock/Getty Images Plus
government will make a new free-of-charge

digital ID mandatory for the right to work by

the end of this parliament. Let me spell that

out. You will not be able to work in the

United Kingdom if you do not have digital

ID.”

Signaling a Coming War?

The historical context of this scheme goes back to the First and Second World Wars, when national ID
cards were introduced reputedly for reasons of security, conscription, rationing, and administration.
The World War II-era program persisted until 1952, when it was abolished due to public pushback over
its use in peacetime policing.

Is the current drive toward digital ID sending a signal about a coming war? Pundits are pointing out
that in late April 2026, King Charles made a state visit to the United States, hosted by President Donald
Trump. The trip was widely viewed as an effort to reinforce transatlantic ties and smooth over
disagreements about Ukraine aid and the Iran conflict. Charles addressed Congress, emphasizing NATO
unity and “unyielding resolve” in support of Ukraine.

Critics interpret the digital-ID announcement in this context, seeing it as preparation for enhanced
domestic control in the face of possible war, and the public is bristling with concerns over surveillance
and the potential implementation of social-credit features. The government maintains that the system
will prioritize privacy, with no centralized database of all personal data. Supporters are trying to soften
opposition by arguing that it modernizes public services and addresses illegal immigration more
effectively.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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