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Australia’s Latest Free-speech Clampdown and Firearms

Ban

Following the December 14, 2025, Islamic =
State-inspired terrorist attack at Bondi
Beach that killed 15 people, Australia’s
Parliament returned early from its recess for
a special two-day session, passing two

bills on January 20, 2026 that establish anti-
hate-speech measures and expand firearms
restrictions.

The anti-hate-speech bill passed the House
of Representatives by a 116-7 vote, and the

Senate 38-22. It expands “anti-hate-speech”
authority, imposing additional restrictions
on speech, banning “hate groups,” adding Dragon Claws/iStock/Getty Images Plus
harsher sentences for hate crimes, and

enforcing visa cancellations for offenders.

The firearms bill passed the House of Representatives by a 96-45 vote, and the Senate 38-26.

It establishes a massive national “buyback” scheme and imposes sweeping firearms restrictions,
tougher background checks incorporating Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO)
surveillance data, and stricter import controls.

Instead of focusing on radicalization and failed intelligence, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
government exploited the Bondi Beach tragedy to rush through two oppressive bills that enable the
ASIO to decide who gets targeted, turning the intelligence agency into government speech police.

Response to the Firearms Bill

Shadow Attorney-General Andrew Wallace, a member of the opposition Liberal National Party, said of
the firearms legislation, “This bill reveals the contempt the government has for the million gun owners
of Australia.”

But Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke blamed legally owned firearms for the attack, stating that the
two shooters, father and son, had “hate in their hearts and guns in their hands.” He failed to mention
that the shooters had been investigated by the ASIO in 2019 for ties to an Islamic State cell, and were
incorrectly determined to be no threat.

A Thinly Veiled Power Grab

These bills won't stop terrorism. Instead, they are a thinly veiled, opportunistic power grab to disarm
and silence law-abiding Australians. With them, the Australian government has taken another shameful
step toward that goal. Sadly, Australia is only the latest country to weaponize crises to expand
government control.

Importantly, this overreach erodes the God-given rights of free speech and to bear arms for self-
defense. As the American Founding Fathers affirmed, rights come from God — they cannot be granted
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or taken away by governments — and governments have a duty to protect them.

True freedom comes from defending God-given rights, not from governments that restrict freedom
following a tragedy.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.

Page 2 of 3


https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe/
https://ttipwatch.net/author/d-michael-deridder/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by D. Michael DeRidder on January 28, 2026

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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