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Trump’s Drilling Plans Meet Republican Pushback in
Florida

President Donald Trump plans an
“expansive” growth in offshore oil drilling in
the coming months.

“The Biden administration slammed the
brakes on offshore oil and gas leasing and
crippled the long-term pipeline of America’s
offshore production,” said Interior Secretary
Doug Burgum in a press release.

Burgum’s order, SO 3445 — Unleashing
American Offshore Energy, includes up to 34
leases on the Outer Continental Shelf off the
coasts of Alaska and Pacific and Gulf Coast | >
states, covering approximately 1.27 billion curraheeshutter/iStock/Getty Images Plus
acres. It also adds a new “South-Central Gulf

of America” administrative planning area,

pushing eastward into as-yet undrilled

seabed.

The agency insists that U.S. energy dominance and security are at stake.

Resistance in Florida

The announcement has met pushback from Republicans in Florida, such as Senator Ashley Moody, who
posted on X:

The new maps released today by @SecretaryBurgum and @Interior outlining potential new
offshore oil drilling sites in the Gulf of America are HIGHLY concerning — and we will be
engaging directly with the department on this issue.

Preserving our state’s natural beauty is deeply important to the millions who call the
Sunshine State home, our visitors, and those whose livelihoods depend on tourism. We must
act quickly, and I'm urging my colleagues to support my American Shores Protection Act
TODAY to ensure oil rigs stay off our beaches.

(Replies to her post ranged from support to “Drill baby, drill!” and “Too late; you voted for him!” Others
chose to make an issue of the Gulf of “America” vs. “Mexico.”)

The Interior Department’s announcement is a clear reversal from Trump’s decision during his first
administration to extend a 2012 Obama moratorium on oil drilling off Florida, despite Trump’s previous
promises to the contrary.

His decision was likely tied to an agreement in 2018 between then-Governor Rick Scott and then-
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to exempt Florida waters from oil leasing plans.

Now a U.S. senator from Florida, Scott still opposes drilling off the coast of his state, citing tourism as
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his primary argument. Republican Governor Ron DeSantis is also giving Trump two thumbs down.

Burgum'’s proposal, published in the Federal Register on Monday, is open to public comment for 60
days. Information and detailed maps are available here.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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