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On October 27, the White House withdrew
Joel Rayburn’s nomination to serve as
assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern
affairs, overseeing Middle East policy. The
withdrawal comes after the nomination
advanced through the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on a bipartisan 15-7
vote last week.

Rayburn, a retired Army officer, served as a
special envoy for Syria during the first
Trump administration, where he worked
under James Jeffrey, a special representative
for Syria engagement. Rayburn’s nomination
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stalled due to scrutiny over his association = Sen. Rand Paul led the opposition to Joel Rayburn's nomination

with Jeffrey, a “never Trumper” who openly
bragged in a 2020 Defense One interview

that, “We were always playing shell games
to not make clear to our leadership how
many troops we had there.” Defying the
president’s order to withdraw from Syria,
Jeffrey and others intentionally misled
Trump administration leaders about the
number of U.S. military personnel in Syria.

Opposition

Leading the opposition to the nomination was Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.), who questioned Rayburn
during the hearing, raising concerns about his association with Jeffrey and whether he could be trusted
to follow orders. As Jeffrey’s actions directly defied President Trump’s explicit commands, Paul stating
during the hearing, “I think what James Jeffrey did was tantamount to treason, basically.” After
receiving notice of the nomination’s withdrawal, Paul reiterated his doubts, stating, “I had my doubts
whether he would actually obey orders.”

Doubts regarding Rayburn’s and Jeffrey’s loyalty are warranted, given that both are members of the
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), a globalist-minded organization with a history of exerting influence
on presidential administrations. Unelected officials such as Jeffrey and Rayburn, who ostensibly served
under President Trump, undermined Article II of the Constitution, which vests military command in the
president.

Americans continue to reject endless foreign wars. Rayburn’s nomination being withdrawn is a small
victory over the Deep State’s grip on U.S. foreign policy, and one step closer to draining the globalist
swamp.
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https://www.congress.gov/nomination/119th-congress/25/45
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/rep/release/read-out-committee-business-meeting-10-22
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/rep/release/read-out-committee-business-meeting-10-22
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/09/us/politics/national-security-gop-donald-trump.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20201113020522/https:/www.defenseone.com/threats/2020/11/outgoing-syria-envoy-admits-hiding-us-troop-numbers-praises-trumps-mideast-record/170012/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/27/us/politics/trump-middle-east-state-department-nominee-rayburn.html
https://www.cfr.org/membership/roster
https://thenewamerican.com/assets/pdf/TNA3711CFR-Reprint.pdf
https://jbs.org/constitution/#a2s2
https://ttipwatch.net/author/d-michael-deridder/?utm_source=_pdf
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This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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