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Trump Tweet: Manafort Indictment Does Not Prove
Collusion

In the wake of the indictment of one-time
Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort,
President Trump tweeted Monday that the
indictment does nothing to prove collusion
between his campaign and Russia, adding
“there is NO COLLUSION!”

While President Trump is well-known for his
fondness for using Twitter to communicate
with the world and some brush aside many
of his tweeted messages as baseless and
uninformed, this time there can be little
doubt that he hit the nail on the head. With
the months-old investigation into supposed
collusion between the president and Russia
having so far produced nothing, it is
important to realize that the indictment of
Paul Manafort does nothing to change that
record: The crimes that Manafort allegedly
committed predate his involvement in the
campaign.

In fact, most of the things listed in the twelve-count indictment are alleged to have happened years
before Donald Trump even ran for president.

Manafort is accused of a list of charges including money laundering, tax evasion, conspiracy against the
United States, and being an unregistered agent of a foreign government. If found guilty, he will likely
never see the outside of a prison again (unless watching it on a flat-screen plasma television in the
comfy setting of a Club Fed facility counts). But — even if he is found guilty — what does that say about
allegations of Trump/Russia collusion?

Nothing.

As this writer said in a previous article, “It is not out of the ordinary for either a special counsel or a
grand jury to issue indictments for crimes uncovered during an investigation even though those crimes
are beyond the scope of the original investigation.” If — in the course of striking out in trying to prove
collusion between Trump and Russia — the investigation stumbled onto evidence that Manafort
committed crimes unrelated to that investigation, it is the duty of both the special counsel and the
grand jury to weigh that evidence and — if it is deemed sufficient — to issue an indictment. But even if
they hit a home run with this unrelated indictment, it does not change the fact that they are still
striking out in the game of proving Trump/Russia collusion.

Almost as soon as the indictment was made public Monday morning, President Trump tweeted:

Sorry, but this is years ago, before Paul Manafort was part of the Trump campaign. But why aren’t
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Three minutes later, he followed up with:
....Also, there is NO COLLUSION!
10:28 AM - Oct 30, 2017

Of course, President Trump was referring to accusations that he colluded with Russia. In context, he
appears to be correct; if there were collusion between Trump and Russia, Special Counsel Robert
Mueller would likely have uncovered it by now. As to whether there was (or is) any collusion, that
appears to be a different matter altogether. Because as more and more comes to light with regard to
UraniumGate, it looks for all the world like the Clintons and the DNC are up to their necks in collusion
with Russia.

Now if only Mueller would shift his focus and look at the evidence for that, he could likely start batting
1,000.

Image of President Trump: UN photo
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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