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The Budget Battle: Entitlements Staying, Taxes Going Up
He claimed, “Our budget

Cuts government spending
to protect hardworking
taxpayers;
Put[s] an end to special-
interest favoritism and
corporate welfare;
Reverses the President’s
policies that drive up gas
prices….
Strengthens health and
retirement security …
[and]
Reforms our broken tax
code to spur job creation
and economic opportunity
by lowering rates, closing
loopholes, and putting
hardworking taxpayers
ahead of special interests.”

In his introduction to the bill, he inveighed images of the Founding Fathers, who no doubt would have
heartily approved of his efforts: “The Founders [designed] a Constitution of enumerated powers, giving
the federal government broad authority over only those matters that must have a single national
response, while sharply restricting its authority to intrude on those spheres of activity better left to the
states and the people.” By using his interpretation, rather any reference directly to what the
Constitution actually says, Ryan then goes on to assure his party that unconstitutional abrogation into
areas expressly forbidden by the Constitution will not be endangered in any way. Sounding like
President Franklin Roosevelt in presenting his New Deal, Ryan wrote:

The federal government can help provide a strong safety net for Americans who, through no fault
of their own, have fallen on hard times…

Over the past century, the American people have sought to furnish a strong and stable base of
health and retirement security for working families.… Such protection provides insurance against
the vagaries of life.

And then, to guarantee that his budget had no intention whatever of threatening the welfare state, he
quoted President Lyndon Johnson, who, when he signed Medicare into law, said: “No longer will older
Americans be denied the healing miracle of modern medicine…. No longer will young families see their
own incomes, and their own hopes, eaten away simply because they are carrying out their deep moral
obligations to their parents, and to their uncles and their aunts.” Those “deep moral obligations” now
belong irrevocably and eternally to the federal government. Added Ryan: "To fulfill Johnson’s pledge in
the 21st century, America’s generations-old health and retirement security programs must be saved and
strengthened."

http://budget.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Pathtoprosperity2013.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_Deal
https://ttipwatch.net/author/bob-adelmann/?utm_source=_pdf
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He then presents a “contrast in visions,” comparing his budget with the President’s, showing only that
Ryan’s plan is slightly less socialistic than Obama’s:

His bill cuts spending a little more when compared to Obama’s;
His deficits will be slightly lower than Obama’s;
National debt won’t grow quite as fast when compared to Obama’s;
Government will grow too, but not by as much as under Obama;
Defense spending will be greater than Obama’s;
ObamaCare will be repealed, but government will still direct the healthcare industry.

When Ryan asked the Congressional Budget Office to “score” his new budget, the word got out: Under
his budget, tax revenues will increase by 20 percent, Medicare spending will grow by 30 percent, and
Social Security spending will grow by 26 percent. Added the CBO,

During the coming decades, the aging of the population and rising costs of health care will push
spending for Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and other federal health care programs
considerably higher as a percentage of GDP if current laws remain in place. If that growth in
spending is coupled with revenues that are held close to the average share of GDP that they have
represented for the past 40 years, the resulting deficits will increase federal debt to
unsupportable levels. That would be the result under CBO’s extended alternative fiscal scenario.
To prevent that outcome, policymakers will have to substantially restrain the growth of spending
for those programs, raise revenues above their historical share of GDP, or pursue some
combination of those two approaches. [Emphasis added.]

And so there it is: Ryan’s plan has no chance whatever to make a measurable dent in government
spending, reducing the deficit, or reining in the national debt. In a moment of candor, Ryan was asked
by NBC's Today host Ann Curry about his proposed budget and he responded, “Spending in all of these
programs still increases under our budget.”

That’s why the editors at Bloomberg said, “The budget proposed by President Barack Obama and the
one by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan aren’t as far apart as you might think.” Once
again the Hegelian dialectic is operative, keeping the conversation about budgets inside the status quo
— protecting the welfare state — while ignoring any other proposals, such as those offered by
presidential candidate Ron Paul, that fall outside.

http://cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/03-20-Ryan_Specified_Paths_2.pdf
http://www.mrc.org/biasalerts/nbcs-curry-rips-ryan-budget-where-empathy-wont-poor-people-suffer
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-10/don-t-tell-obama-and-ryan-but-their-budgets-are-similar.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-10/don-t-tell-obama-and-ryan-but-their-budgets-are-similar.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hegelian_dialectic#Hegelian_dialectic
https://ttipwatch.net/author/bob-adelmann/?utm_source=_pdf
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