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Johnson Postponing New House Member’s Swearing-in to
Dodge Epstein Vote, Says Massie

AP Images
Mike Johnson

A special election last month secured
Representative Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) the
218 votes needed to force a vote on
releasing all Justice Department files on
Jeffrey Epstein. But Arizona Democrat
Adelita Grijalva has still not been sworn in,
and Massie suspects Speaker Mike Johnson
has a specific reason for the delay.

Massie said in an X post he published
Monday, “Contrary to what he says, Speaker
Johnson is doing everything he can,
including delaying the swearing in of the
most recently elected member of Congress
and spreading misinformation about the
legislation, to block a vote in Congress on
legislation to release the Epstein files.”

Contrary to what he says, @SpeakerJohnson is doing everything he can, including delaying
the swearing in of the most recently elected member of Congress and spreading
misinformation about the legislation, to block a vote in Congress on legislation to release
the Epstein files. https://t.co/gOoH5Egcwa

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) October 6, 2025

Grijalva told CNN on Monday that she doesn’t know when she’ll be sworn in and has not heard from
Johnson’s office.

Unusual Delay
This kind of delay is not normal. Spectrum News reported:

Grijalva joined other House Democrats in pointing out that three other new members who
voters elected in special elections in recent months were sworn in the day after their
victories. Those include Florida Republican Reps. Randy Fine and Jimmy Patronis, who
replaced former Reps. Matt Gaetz and Mike Waltz, as well as Democratic Rep. James
Walkinshaw of Virginia. Fine and Patronis were both sworn in during what is known as pro
forma sessions, which allows the House to quickly gavel-in on out-of-session weeks when it
does not have other legislative business scheduled. 

Democrats have been pressuring Johnson to swear Grijalva in. Representative Katherine Clark (D-
Mass.) wrote a letter telling the speaker  that Grijalva’s constituents have been “unnecessarily”
deprived of representation, adding that his decision “calls into question if the motive behind the delay is
to further avoid the release of the Epstein files.”

https://twitter.com/SpeakerJohnson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/gOoH5Egcwa
https://twitter.com/RepThomasMassie/status/1975248285163205096?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/us/snplus/news/2025/10/06/democrats-blast-what-they-say-is-a-delay-in-swearing-in-of-a-new-house-member--argue-it-is-to-push-back-epstein-vote
https://katherineclark.house.gov/press-releases?ID=1D51E4E3-2982-46CD-BD0D-33CDC4AD0CD5
https://ttipwatch.net/author/paul-dragu/?utm_source=_pdf
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And a large number of House Democrats sent Johnson a letter last week asking him to do the same. The
letter doesn’t mention Epstein. It only points out that this is not normal protocol and that the people in
Grijalva’s district deserve representation.

Political Threats
Massie said late in September, after Grijalva’s victory, that GOP leaders were “in full panic” and that
Republican co-signers of the petition had been “politically ‘threatened.'” Massie included, only four
Republican representatives signed the petition. The others are Nancy Mace of South Carolina, Marjorie
Taylor Greene of Georgia, and Lauren Boebert of Colorado. The discharge petition would force House
members to vote on a resolution dubbed the “Epstein Files Transparency Act,”  which would make
publicly available, with a few exceptions, all Epstein files in the Justice Department’s possession.

Johnson said in a recent MSNBC interview that he’s for “maximum disclosure” regarding the Epstein
files. But he also stressed that the government has a duty to protect victims. The Epstein Files
Transparency Act includes a clause to redact information about victims. It also withholds information
that may pose national security risks, a caveat some worry may be abused. You can read more about the
resolution in our previous report, “Arizona Special Election Secures Thomas Massie Enough Signatures
for Epstein Disclosure Vote.”

Congressional Republicans are supporting Epstein Files release efforts through the House Oversight
Committee, chaired by Kentucky Republican James Comer. But Massie has criticized other efforts as a
sneaky way for the Trump DOJ to curate what comes out.

Dodging the Issue
Democratic members in the Senate Judiciary Committee asked Attorney General Pam Bondi several
Epstein-related questions during a hearing Tuesday. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island,
citing reports, asked if the FBI had photos of President Donald Trump with “half-naked young women.”
Bondi shot back at Whitehouse, accusing him of slander. She also said he took money from Epstein
associate, LinkedIn co-founder, and Democratic megadonor Reid Hoffman. Whitehouse asked the
question a second time, but Bondi never gave a direct answer.

When Whitehouse presses Bondi on whether the FBI has pictures of Trump from Epstein’s
safe, Bondi is non responsive pic.twitter.com/8AdWxbPKRr

— Acyn (@Acyn) October 7, 2025

Committee members asked Bondi other questions related to the Trump-Epstein connection, but
received a lot a pushback and very few answers.

https://chc.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/chc.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2025-10-02-letter-urging-rep-elect-a-grijalva-swearing-in.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2025090209
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/581/text?s=2&amp;r=1&amp;q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hres581%22%7D
https://thenewamerican.com/us/arizona-special-election-secures-thomas-massie-enough-signatures-for-epstein-disclosure-vote/
https://thenewamerican.com/us/arizona-special-election-secures-thomas-massie-enough-signatures-for-epstein-disclosure-vote/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBS5RZGBrEU
https://t.co/8AdWxbPKRr
https://twitter.com/Acyn/status/1975569132981789106?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://ttipwatch.net/author/paul-dragu/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Paul Dragu on October 8, 2025

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://ttipwatch.net/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://ttipwatch.net/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://ttipwatch.net/author/paul-dragu/?utm_source=_pdf

