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N.C. Governor Signs Executive Order to Appease LGBT
Community and Other Critics
On Tuesday, North Carolina Governor Pat
McCrory (shown) caved to pressure from big
businesses and the LGBT community and
signed an executive order to change the
state’s recently passed LGBT law that
barred local governments from extending
protections to gay and transgender
individuals and mandated that individuals
use bathrooms based on the biological sex
that appears on their birth certificates.
Unfortunately for the governor, the order
failed to appease the law’s critics and has
provoked criticism from the law’s
supporters. 

“I have come to the conclusion that there is a great deal of misinformation, misinterpretation,
confusion, a lot of passion and frankly, selective outrage and hypocrisy, especially against the great
state of North Carolina,” McCrory said in a statement. “Based upon this feedback, I am taking action to
affirm and improve the state’s commitment to privacy and equality.”

House Bill 2 was introduced in response to a Charlotte City Council ordinance that allowed transgender
people to use a bathroom based on the gender with which they identify. The bill revoked that measure
and prevented the introduction of new LGBT ordinances in the state, Newsweek explains. The bill was
signed in late March, sparking outcry from numerous groups that claimed the bill amounted to
discrimination.

In an effort to address concerns raised by critics, McCrory’s executive order establishes protections for
state employees against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and calls on
legislators to reinstate the right to sue for discrimination. The executive order does not, however,
address the provision that requires people to use the bathroom based on the gender with which they
are born, though the bathroom provision is considered by critics to be the most controversial portion of
the law.

McCrory said in his video announcement that his executive order “maintains common sense gender-
specific restroom and locker facilities in government buildings and in our schools,” but said that private
businesses could continue to set their own rules for bathrooms and locker rooms.

McCrory’s executive order follows announcements by Deutsche Bank and PayPal Holdings that the
companies would not expand operations within the state. The Washington Post reports that PayPal
announced last week it would forego plans to open a new facility in Charlotte as a result of the law, and
Duetsche Bank said on Tuesday it would stop its plans to expand in the state, citing the law as the
reason. “We take our commitment to building inclusive work environments seriously,” John Cryan, co-
chief executive of Deutsche Bank, said in a statement Tuesday.

The Post notes that other major companies such as Apple, Google, and American Airlines have spoken
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out against the law, and reports that the law could “potentially cost the state major events like the next
NBA All-Star game, currently scheduled to be held in Charlotte.”

But the law has supporters as well. WRAL reports that demonstrators stood outside of the State Capitol
on Monday “praying and waving signs of support for the governor.”

Governor McCrory hoped that his executive order would appease the law’s opponents, while
maintaining the support of the law’s supporters. “Simply put, I have listened to the people of North
Carolina, and the people of North Carolina are entitled to both privacy and equality,” McCrory said.
“We can and we must achieve both of these goals.”

But despite McCrory’s efforts to assuage the law’s critics, the executive order has received mixed
responses.

The Charlotte Chamber of Commerce praised McCrory’s order as one that presents North Carolina as a
place “that promote diversity, inclusiveness and equality.” “We applaud the governor’s actions today
which demonstrate that North Carolina is an open and welcoming state,” the Charlotte Chamber of
Commerce said in a statement. “We strongly encourage the leadership and members of the General
Assembly to take quick action to the governor’s call to ensure citizens have the right to pursue claims of
discrimination at the state level.” But organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union claim
that the executive order did not go far enough because it left intact the bathroom provision.

“Gov. McCrory’s actions today are a poor effort to save face after his sweeping attacks on the LGBT
community, and they fall far short of correcting the damage done when he signed into law the harmful
House Bill 2, which stigmatizes and mandates discrimination against gay and transgender people,”
Sarah Preston, acting executive director of the ACLU of North Carolina, said in a statement.

The ACLU, along with various other organizations, has filed a lawsuit against North Carolina’s law,
claiming it is discrimination. The ACLU stated McCrory’s executive order has no effect on their lawsuit
and they will continue to move forward.

And supporters of the bill contend that McCrory’s executive order amounts to nothing more than a
“cave-in,” as it adheres to misunderstandings about the law and its intent.

State Representative Tim Moore (R), speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives, contends
that the legislation has “been unfairly reported and maligned by political activists.” “Governor
McCrory’s executive order affirms the importance of the actions the General Assembly took in passing
the Bathroom Bill to protect North Carolina citizens from extremists’ efforts to undermine civility and
normalcy in our everyday lives,” Moore said in a statement.

Meanwhile, the Democratic North Carolina attorney general, Roy Cooper, who is running against
McCrory for governor, used McCrory’s executive order for his political advantage. “Governor McCrory’s
executive order is a day late and a veto short,” Cooper said in a statement. “I’m glad Governor McCrory
has finally acknowledged the great damage his legislation has done, but he needs to do much more.”
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