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Trump’s Iran “Win” Has a $300 Billion Problem

The Trump administration says Iran may
gain access to a $300-billion reconstruction
fund under a prospective Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) expected to be signed
Friday in Geneva. The agreement was
reportedly signed digitally on Sunday.

That provision now sits at the center of the
political firestorm.

Vice President J.D. Vance confirmed the
possibility in a CBS interview Monday. He
stressed that Iran’s access would depend on
Tehran meeting its obligations under the
agreement. He also said the money would AP Images
come from Gulf countries, not the United

States.

Facing fury from across the political spectrum over what many saw as direct reparations for Iran,
President Donald Trump dismissed the claim. He wrote on Truth Social:

Also, the story that the U.S. is paying Iran 300 million Dollars is Fake News, put out by the
Dumocrats!!!

The figure in question, however, is $300 billion, not $300 million.

Vance’s attempt to clarify the terms may help the White House sell the deal. It does not make the
scandal disappear.

The fund comes after a costly and unconstitutional war that Americans were told was necessary, urgent,
and unavoidable. The taxpayers have already paid for the military campaign. They continue to pay
through energy shocks, inflationary pressure, shipping disruptions, and regional instability.

While the administration insists taxpayers will not fund Iran’s reconstruction, that does not answer the
central concern. If Washington clears the path, it still helps create the market. That is the risk. War
damage can become a business opportunity, echoing the Halliburton era and its familiar warning: Once
war creates a reconstruction economy, access matters as much as money.

Vance’s Confirmation
The Vice President tried to frame the deal as conditional.
CBS’s Ed O’Keefe asked him whether Iran would gain access to a $300 billion reconstruction fund.

Vance replied,

Well, Ed, that’s the sort of thing they could have access to, funded by the Gulf Coast
Coalition, so long as they honor their end of the obligation.

He then warned that Iranian officials would spin the agreement to their domestic audience by
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highlighting what Iran would receive:

I think that one of the things you're going to see, Ed, and people have to be skeptical of this,
is that the hardliners in the Iranian system will overemphasize the benefits that Iran gets,
while underemphasizing all the things that they have to concede and all the things that they
have to provide in order to get these benefits.

Then he laid out the administration’s condition:

So we absolutely are open to the Gulf coast countries investing in the reconstruction of Iran,
but only if Iran ends their nuclear program, ends their enriched stockpile of material, and is
really open to an inspections and enforcement regime that gives the American people
confidence they’re never gonna have a nuclear weapon.

In an interview with NBC News, the vice president stressed,

Not a single dime of that money comes from the United States.

For now, this is the White House’s best defense. Yet, it does not resolve the controversy.

Reports on the MOU
The administration’s public line is simple: Iran gets nothing unless it complies.
And the reported package is broader than one reconstruction fund.

Reuters reported that a MOU includes the release of $25 billion in frozen Iranian assets through direct
transfers, regional cooperation, and credit lines. It also described a U.S. and regional plan to prepare a
reconstruction and development program for Iran. Those benefits would come in exchange for Iran
reopening the Strait of Hormuz, accepting limits on its nuclear program, and committing to neither
produce nor acquire nuclear weapons.

The Financial Times reported that the proposed $300 billion fund would depend on Tehran agreeing to
a final settlement and a comprehensive nuclear deal. The fund would rely on private-sector investment
rather than government sources, with expected interest from global companies.

Yet private capital is not necessarily reassuring.

Private capital does not typically move into sanctioned countries where risks are high. It does so when
governments clear the path. That can mean sanctions relief, special licenses, diplomatic guarantees,
credit support, legal protections, insurance, and political pressure on allies. Even if U.S. taxpayers do
not write the first check, Washington may still create the market, bless the deals, and absorb the
political risk.

That is the problem. A war sold as a national-security necessity could now produce a reconstruction
marketplace. Companies that did not pay for the damage may profit from repairing it. Politically
connected firms may position themselves early. The public may never see the contract pipeline until the
winners are already chosen.

So the question is not only whether this is a direct U.S. payment. The question is who builds the system,
who controls access, who gets rich, and what Washington gives away to make the money flow.
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The Obama Deal

The optics of the $300-billion reconstruction fund are bizarre, to say the least.

For years, Trump and his allies blasted Barack Obama’s Iran deal as weakness. Trump attacked it in
2016 during the presidential debate:

When I look at the Iran deal and how bad a deal it is for us, it’s a one-sided transaction
where we’re giving back $150 billion to a terrorist state, really, the number one terror state.

The facts were narrower than the slogans. The Obama administration joined the 2015 nuclear
agreement, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA. Iran accepted strict
nuclear limits, including a 3.67-percent enrichment cap, a 300-kilogram enriched uranium stockpile
limit, centrifuge reductions, and expanded international monitoring. In return, the United States and
other powers lifted or waived nuclear-related sanctions, allowing Iran to access some of its own frozen
foreign assets.

A separate 2016 settlement resolved a decades-old dispute over Iranian money paid before the 1979
revolution for U.S. military equipment Washington never delivered. That settlement totaled $1.7 billion.
It included $400 million in principal and $1.3 billion in interest.

Trump’s framework is different in both sequence and scale.
Trump’s “Victory”

In 2018, Trump exited the JCPOA and reimposed the sanctions. Iran then began breaching the deal’s
nuclear limits, expanded uranium enrichment, and gradually restricted international monitoring.

This year, the Trump administration, acting, per official admissions, on behalf of Israel’s interests,
launched a war it said was necessary to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.

The war’s price is already substantial. In mid-May, the Pentagon put the cost at $29 billion. The latest
estimate from Iran War Cost Tracker is $113.3 billion. At least 13 U.S. service members were reported
killed. Civilian deaths in Iran were reported at more than 1,500, including at least 217 children. Iranian
strikes also damaged or destroyed at least 228 structures or pieces of equipment at 15 U.S. military
sites across the region.

And now, the White House wants credit for forcing Iran back to the table. But the reported terms look
less like a clean victory than a far more expensive route back toward the same basic objective: nuclear
limits, inspections, sanctions relief, and now a massive reconstruction framework that Tehran and
private investors could only have dreamed of before the war.

The whole situation also breaks one of Trump’s central political promises. He spent years vowing to end
forever wars and foreign entanglements, especially in the Middle East. Yet, without congressional
approval, his administration launched a new war in the region, unleashing devastating consequences
both at home and abroad. It then moved toward a settlement that may require a vast reconstruction
architecture, also not meaningfully debated in Congress, to clean up the damage.

Call it the art of the deal, if one must. First the taxpayers pay for the war. Then someone gets paid to
rebuild what the war destroyed.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
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What's Included?
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60-Day money back guarantee!
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