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HHS to Immigrant Sponsors: Pay What You Owe for

Immigrants Who Use Medicaid or Face Collection
7 ¢4 \_"‘,' \ 2

The Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) has told the sponsors of
immigrants that they must repay taxpayers
for Medicaid benefits for which the
immigrants are ineligible yet received
despite the sponsors’ vow of financial
support.

Jim O’Neill, deputy secretary of Health and
Human Services, notified the sponsors by a
letter dated December 11 that became
public this week.

The crackdown comes as the federal
prosecutors arrest and charge Somali
fraudsters in Minnesota with bilking
taxpayers of hundreds of millions of dollars
in Medicaid, federal housing, and other
money.

If you are a sponsor of an immigrant who uses welfare or other taxpayer-funded benefits,
you are responsible for the cost.

This week, I sent letters to sponsors demanding repayment.@HHSGov
pic.twitter.com/4119yzw474
— Deputy Secretary Jim O'Neill (@HHS Jim) December 17, 2025

The Letter

Many Americans mightn’t know it, but federal law requires that those who sponsor immigrants sign an
affidavit of support for the immigrant.

The affidavit is “is a contract an individual signs agreeing to use their financial resources to support the
intending immigrant named on the affidavit,” the website of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
says:

The individual who signs the affidavit of support becomes the sponsor once the intending
immigrant becomes a lawful permanent resident. The sponsor is usually the petitioner who
filed an immigrant petition on behalf of the intending immigrant.

An affidavit of support is a legally enforceable contract, and the sponsor’s responsibility
usually lasts until the family member or other individual either becomes a U.S. citizen, or is
credited with 40 quarters of work (usually 10 years).
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The affidavit inquires about the sponsor’s income and financial assets and requires the sponsor to
provide support for an immigrant that keeps his income at least 125 percent of the federal poverty
guidelines.

In other words, immigrant sponsors are financially responsible for immigrants.

Thus, the letter from O’Neill, who is not, like his predecessor, a mentally-ill man who runs hither and
thither at HHS headquarters in a dress and high heels while pretending to be an “admiral.”

“Federal records indicate that, as a sponsor for [redacted’s] immigration to the United States, you
agreed to provide financial support so that [redacted] would not be excludable as a public charge who is
dependent on government benefits,” the letter begins:

Records indicate that your support obligation commenced [redacted] and that [redacted]
has recently been enrolled in Medicaid for at least one month. Pursuant to 8 CFR 213a.4,
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is seeking reimbursement for such
costs.

After offering the bill, O’Neill wrote “we hereby demand reimbursement” — “we” being HHS, which in
turn means American taxpayers.

HHS “will seek reimbursement by all available means,” O’Neill warned, “including, but not limited to,
filing a lawsuit to recover such amounts.”

O’Neill helpfully provided the address to which the sponsors can mail a check. The letter did not say
whether HHS accepted Visa or Mastercard.

Somali Scandals

As the Daily Mail recounted in its exclusive on the letter, “the crackdown is the latest escalation in the
Trump administration’s response to mounting evidence of rampant fraud in Minnesota — much of it
centered in parts of the state’s Somali community.”

At least 10 letters went to the sponsors of Medicaid recipients, the website reported. That “community”
is involved in three major fraud schemes.

In 2022, federal prosecutors charged 47 defendants for defrauding the Covid-era Feeding our Future
program of more than $250 million. A jury found the mastermind of that scheme and a codefendant
guilty in March of this year. In November, the 77th and 78th defendants were charged in the same
fraud conspiracy.

In September, eight defendants were charged with defrauding Medicaid’s housing-stabilization
program.

Also in September, prosecutors charged the first defendant in an autism fraud scheme. And today, the
Justice Department announced, six more defendants were charged in the autism and housing fraud
schemes, while another pleaded guilty.

Photos emerge of Somali illegal's ties to top Minnesota Dems after ICE arrest
https://t.co/UmHUitvWWn

— Fox News Politics (@foxnewspolitics) December 6, 2025
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Criminal illegal alien, Abdul Dahir Ibrahim has been linked to Minnesota's top sanctuary
politicians. In these pictures Ibrahim can be seen with @GovTimWalz, @Ilhan, and
@OmarFatehMN.

Ibrahim was convicted in Canada for Asylum and Welfare Fraud prior to his entry into the
United... pic.twitter.com/mijgM4ZB0L

— Homeland Security (@DHSgov) December 5, 2025

In early December, Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrested Abdul Dahir Ibrahim, a boon
companion to far-left Minnesota Democrats such as Governor Tim Walz and Representative Ilhan Omar,
she being accused of immigration fraud for marrying her brother.

“Ibrahim was convicted in Canada for Asylum and Welfare Fraud prior to his entry into the United
States,” DHS reported on X:

On April 3, 2004, an immigration judge ordered Ibrahim removed, citing the significant
amount of fraud associated with him.

Photos emerge of Somali illegal's ties to top Minnesota Dems after ICE arrest
https://t.co/UmHUitvWWn

— Fox News Politics (@foxnewspolitics) December 6, 2025

But he also committed crimes here, Fox News’s Bill Melugin reported.

“On Jan. 23, 2002, Ibrahim was also convicted in Dakota County District Court for providing false
information to police and driving without a valid license,” Melugin reported:

He was fined and sentenced to a year of probation. Ibrahim has also been issued 12 traffic
or parking citations in the U.S.

Ibrahim is unmarried but at one point claimed his sister was his wife and her children were
theirs, a claim later found to be fictitious, according to the document.

Despite being ordered removed, “Ibrahim was granted temporary protective status (TPS) for
approximately 10 years. He has a pending TPS application that has still not been adjudicated since
2023.”

The African crook, DHS reported when ICE arrested him, was headed back to Somalia. “Bye-bye,
Abdul,” the department wrote.

Unsurprisingly, the Corruption Perceptions Index ranks Somalia as the second-most corrupt country on
the planet.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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