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Mask Mandates Don’t Necessarily Translate Into Fewer
COVID-19 Cases
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The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) may be its own worst
enemy. Every week, it seems, the agency
issues new COVID-19 statistics that discredit
its own recommendations for combating
COVID-19.

The CDC'’s latest numbers show that many r .
states without mask mandates are Photo: sestovic / E+ / Getty Images Plus
outperforming those with such

requirements. Specifically, Texas, which

dropped its mandate and other restrictions

March 2, and Florida, which has been wide

open since last summer, are both reporting

far fewer new COVID-19 cases per 100,000

people than New York, which continues to

suffer under a variety of restrictions

including a mask mandate.

Over the last seven days, Texas reported 91.6 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 people, while Florida
reported 143.9 cases per 100,000.

Meanwhile, the Empire State, excluding the Big Apple, tallied 222.1 cases per 100,000, and the city
itself racked up 311.1 cases per 100,000. In total, New York reported more than 50,000 cases in the last
week, while Texas and Florida reported just 26,567 and 30,916, respectively.

This is, of course, not what one would expect from the mainstream media’s coverage of the states’ virus-
mitigation strategies.

Now-embattled New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) won an Emmy award for his daily COVID-19
briefings, in which he belittled opponents of his policies despite having admitted almost a year ago that
shelter-in-place was “probably not the best public health strategy,” and got a seven-figure advance on a
book touting his pandemic leadership skills. (Cuomo’s recent troubles, both virus-related and otherwise,
have caused book sales to plummet and the publisher to stop promoting it.)

Texas Governor Greg Abbott (R), on the other hand, was pilloried in the press for lifting his state’s
restrictions. Texas Democratic Party Chair Gilberto Hinojosa said Abbott’s decision would “kill Texans.”

“What Abbott calls pro-business is anti-people,” Hinojosa added. “Make no mistake: opening Texas
prematurely will only lead to faster COVID spread, more sickness and overcrowding in our hospitals,
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and unnecessary deaths. There is no economic recovery without beating the coronavirus pandemic. This
will set us back, not move us forward.”

Actor George Takei called Abbott’s move “criminal, a racist death sentence for so many who could have
been spared.”

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis (R) has been the target of much vitriol since opening his state up after
only a brief shutdown. Unlike Abbott, who tepidly defended himself, DeSantis has gone on offense. Last
month, for example, he shot back at journalists who pestered him about mask-free Super Bowl parties,
noting that their outrage about unmasked people is selective. “You don’t care as much if it's a ‘peaceful
protest.” Then it’s fine,” said DeSantis. “You don’t care as much if they're celebrating a Biden election.
You only care about it if it’s people you don't like.”

Last week, DeSantis held a public-health roundtable consisting of experts who disagree with the
prevailing opinion on how best to address the pandemic. Among the panelists was former White House
coronavirus advisor Dr. Scott Atlas.

The CDC'’s statistics seem to bear out DeSantis’ contention that lockdowns and mask mandates, besides
being antithetical to a free society, do little to stop the spread of the virus. The New American reported
last week that California, which has been under a strict lockdown and mask mandate for a year, has
experienced almost exactly the same results as Florida despite the latter’s much older population. The
two states’ unemployment rates, on the other hand, offer a stark contrast: Florida’s is 5.1 percent, while
California’s is 9.3 percent.

Texas and Florida aren’t the only states serving as rebukes to the conventional wisdom. South Dakota —
which, going Florida one better, has never had any kind of lockdown or mask mandate — reported
149.6 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 in the last week. That’s higher than both Texas and Florida but still
far below New York. And, as the Associated Press recently observed, while Connecticut has imposed a
slew of restrictions on its citizens, it’s right there with South Dakota “among the 10 worst states for
COVID-19 death rates.”

As the CDC’s numbers continue to demonstrate that the virus’ threat is diminishing and that the
agency’s recommendations have absolutely nothing to do with it, one wonders: How much longer will
the Biden administration keep on releasing them?
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