fewAmerican

Written by David Kelly on December 15, 2023

Celebrate Liberty This Bill of Rights Day
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Bill of Rights Day commemorates the
ratification of the first 10 Amendments to B 11 f 1 h,t
the U.S. Constitution that congress adopted 1 O g S
on December 15, 1791. The Bill of Rights i

guarantees civil rig hts and liberties such as Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or

freed £ h d religi d prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
reedom ol speech, press, and religion, an press: or the right of the peoplc peaceably to assemble, and to petition the

the right to bear arms. It sets rules for due Government for a redress of grievances.
process of law and reserves all powers not e e
de]egated to the federal government to the A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the nght :

1 the stat of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
people or the states.

. Amendment 111
The first 10 Amendments are a result of No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent

years of debate and deliberation by the Anti- of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner Lo be prescribed by law.
Federalists, those who oppsed to the R howard morland/ﬂickr

ratification of the Constitution as they feared

that the new national government would be

too powerful and thus threaten individual

liberties given the absence of a bill of

rights.

It is the opposition by the Anti-Federalists — who favored strong state governments, a weak central
government, and the strengthening of individual liberties and freedom — that many Americans today
should celebrate. Their efforts built the framework for our nation’s success as the greatest ongoing self-
governance experiment in the history of the world.

Prior to the adoption of the Bill of Rights, both the Federalists — or those who favored a strong
centralized government — and the Anti-Federalists published series of articles and delivered numerous
speeches for and against ratification of the Constitution.

Those independent writings and speeches have come to be known collectively as The Anti-Federalist
Papers and The Federalist Papers, the latter being written in support of the new constitution
by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay under the pseudonym Publius.

With the exception of Patrick Henry and others who eventually came out publicly against the
ratification of the Constitution, the majority of the Anti-Federalists stated their positions under
pseudonyms as well.

According to the Free Speech Center at Middle Tennessee State University, “historians have concluded
that the major Anti-Federalist writers included Robert Yates (Brutus), most likely George Clinton (Cato),
Samuel Bryan (Centinel), and either Melancton Smith or Richard Henry Lee (Federal Farmer).”

In addition to the Bill of Rights, or first 10 Amendments, 17 additional amendments have been
ratified by Congress, for a total of 27 constitutional amendments to date. Twenty-five of these are
currently active. The two amendments of the Constitution that are inactive are the 18th Amendment
(Prohibition) and the 21st Amendment (Repeal of Prohibition).

The authority to amend the Constitution of the United States is derived from Article V of the
Constitution. An amendment may be proposed either by the Congress with a two-thirds majority vote in
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://archive.org/download/TheAntiFederalistPapers/TheAntiFederalistPapers.pdf
https://archive.org/download/TheAntiFederalistPapers/TheAntiFederalistPapers.pdf
https://guides.loc.gov/federalist-papers/full-text
https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/anti-federalists/
https://constitutionus.com/books/free-pdf-of-27-amendments-to-constitution/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html
https://ttipwatch.net/author/david-kelly-2/?utm_source=_pdf
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both the House of Representatives and the Senate, or by a constitutional convention called for by two-
thirds of the State legislatures. A proposed amendment becomes part of the Constitution as soon as it is
ratified by three-fourths of the states (currently 38 of 50). None of the 27 amendments to the
Constitution have been proposed by constitutional convention.

As Americans celebrate Bill of Rights Day, our rights, liberties, and freedoms are at risk, with the
Article V movement, or “Convention of States,” seeking to make proposals to “limit the power and
jurisdiction of the federal government, impose fiscal restraints, and place term limits on federal
officials.”

President Biden’s Proclamation on Bill of Rights Day highlights that the debate and discussion over our
Constitution is far from over. Biden used the proclamation to advance his woke agenda and views on
constitutional rights, sharing his disappointment with the overturning of Roe v. Wade and recent “wave
of anti-LGBTQI+ bills ... threatening Americans’ freedom to live openly and authentically.”

However, the president rightly stated:

Freedom is never guaranteed; it requires constant vigilance.... We must remember that
democracies do not have to die violently — they can die quietly, when people fail to stand up
for the values and guarantees enshrined in our Nation’s Constitution. This Bill of Rights
Day, let us all recommit to safeguarding the fundamental freedoms secured in those first

10 Amendments....
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https://conventionofstates.com/states-that-have-passed-the-convention-of-states-article-v-application
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/12/14/a-proclamation-on-bill-of-rights-day-2023/
https://ttipwatch.net/author/david-kelly-2/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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