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SpaceX Launches Third Starship Test Flight

SpaceX launched its third Starship test
flight, IFT-3, this morning at 8:25 a.m. local
time in Boca Chica, Texas. Elon Musk
celebrated the launch, and congratulated
the SpaceX team, stating on X, “Starship
reached orbital velocity! Congratulations
@SpaceX team!!”

Starship reached orbital velocity!

Congratulations @SpaceX team!!

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk)
March 14, 2024 AP Images
SpaceX IFT-3 launching on March 14

SpaceX announced the objectives of the
third test flight on its website:

The third flight test aims to build on what we’ve learned from previous flights while
attempting a number of ambitious objectives, including the successful ascent burn of both
stages, opening and closing Starship’s payload door, a propellant transfer demonstration
during the upper stage’s coast phase, the first ever re-light of a Raptor engine while in
space, and a controlled reentry of Starship. It will also fly a new trajectory, with Starship
targeted to splashdown in the Indian Ocean. This new flight path enables us to attempt new
techniques like in-space engine burns while maximizing public safety.”

During the live stream of the test flight, SpaceX announced at 9:31 a.m. that Starship IFT-3 was lost on
reentry 49 minutes into the flight. Despite the spacecraft being lost, the SpaceX team remained
optimistic about the progress over previous test flights, the information obtained during the flight, and
stated they are looking forward to the launch of the fourth Starship, IFT-4.

Starship re-entering Earth's atmosphere. Views through the plasma
pic.twitter.com/HEQX4eEHWH

— SpaceX (@SpaceX) March 14, 2024
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https://www.spacex.com/launches/mission/?missionId=starship-flight-3
https://www.spacex.com/launches/mission/?missionId=starship-flight-3
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llewAmerican

Written by D. Michael DeRidder on March 14, 2024

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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