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‘Setting a clear boundary’: French MPs vote to ban social
media for those under 15

What France’s social
media ban looks like

The bill proposes banning under-15s from
social networks and “social networking
functionalities” embedded within broader
platforms, and reflects rising public angst
over the impact of social media on minors.
Lawmakers voted 116 to 23 in favour of the
bill. It now passes to the Senate before a
final vote in the lower house.

The French ban would require platforms to block access to young teenagers through age-verification
mechanisms compliant with European Union law.

The French legislation also extends an existing ban on smartphones in junior and middle schools to
cover high schools.

What Emmanuel Macron said

President Emmanuel Macron has pointed to social media as one factor to blame for violence among
young people. He is urging France to follow Australia, whose world-first ban for under-16s on social
media platforms including Facebook, Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube, came into force in December.
Macron wants the ban in place in time for the start of the next academic year in September.

Support for social media ban

There is broad political and public support in France for curbing minors’ access to social media.
“With this law, we are setting a clear boundary in society and saying social media is not harmless,”
centrist lawmaker Laure Miller told the chamber as she presented the bill.

“Our children are reading less, sleeping less, and comparing themselves to one another more,” she
continued. “This is a battle for free minds.”

Far-right lawmaker Thierry Perez said the bill responded to a “health emergency”.

“Social media has allowed everyone to express themselves, but at what cost to our children?” Perez
said.

Other countries, including Britain, Denmark, Spain and Greece, are also exploring an Australia-like
social media ban for children.

Can social media ban be enforced?

The European Parliament has called for the European Union to set minimum ages for children to access
social media, although it is up to member states to impose age limits.

While Australia has banned social media for those under 16, many have pointed out that enforcing it
can be difficult.

Australia’s government acknowledged the rollout of its ban would be bumpy after children claiming to

Page 1 of 3


https://ttipwatch.net/author/denz/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by denz on January 29, 2026

be under 16 flooded the country’s social media feeds with messages gloating about their continued
ability to access networks.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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