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So Now It’s Doggiegate?
I predicted in an earlier column that this
year’s presidential contest would be the
dirtiest in our history. Guess I should have
added that some of the attacks against Mitt
Romney, the presumptive Republican
nominee, would also be among the silliest
we’ve seen.

The latest example — and I’m sure there will
be many more to come — is the “Seamus
scandal.” In case you’re not familiar with it,
it’s based on a vacation trip the Romney
family took to Canada more than 20 years
ago.

Not wanting to put Seamus, the family dog, in a kennel while they were gone, but not having room for
him in the family car, Romney built a special box for the Irish setter and tied it to the roof of the car.

When I first heard the story, all I could think of was the image of Aunt Edna (played by Imogene Coca)
strapped in a rooftop rocker in National Lampoon’s Vacation. But in the movie, Aunt Edna was already
dead. In real life, Seamus made the trip back and forth in complete safety.

Nevertheless, some of President Barack Obama’s fierce defenders have latched onto the story,
convinced it proves that Romney is a heartless, uncaring elitist. New York Times columnist Gail Collins
has written about the incident more than 50 times! Obama strategist David Axelrod has taken to
tweeting pictures of dogs. There is even a website devoted to “Crategate.” The Facebook page Dogs
Against Romney has more than 50,000 friends.

I don’t know how much damage the story has actually done to Romney’s reputation. But out of all of the
fuss and bother has come an even weirder tale. It seems that when Obama was a child growing up in
Indonesia, he and his family actually dined on dog.

I kid you not. Bloggers are having a field day with the allegations. There are rumors that Obama eats
“pup tarts” and loves “chicken poodle soup.”
Can the campaign get any weirder than this?

Yes, it can. And if the Supreme Court declares that any part of Obamacare is unConstitutional, it
probably will.

The Court is expected to issue its ruling sometime this summer. Most analysts predict that, at a
minimum, the insurance mandate — the very heart of Obamacare — will be struck down. Many analysts
expect all 2,700 pages of the law to be rejected.

Obama has already gone on the offensive against the Court. In a speech last month, he declared:

Ultimately, I’m confident that the Supreme Court will not take what would be an
unprecedented, extraordinary step of overturning a law that was passed by a strong majority of
a democratically elected Congress.

Of course, there would be nothing unprecedented at all by the Court issuing such a ruling. Obama’s
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comments revealed such a patently distorted view of history that even many of his supporters were
appalled. The funniest reaction may have come from Representative Ron Paul (R-Texas), who wrote:

His comments belie a grasp of constitutional concepts so lacking that perhaps the University of
Chicago Law School should offer a refund to any students “taught” constitutional law by then-
Professor Obama!

Ann Coulter pondered whether Obama actually passed any of the courses he took on the U.S.
Constitution, writing: “I guess now we know why Obama won’t release his college and law school
transcripts!”

Conservative columnist Thomas Sowell was even more blunt. He wrote:

There is no way that Barack Obama has never heard of it or really believes it to be
“unprecedented” after two centuries of countless precedents.

In short, he is simply lying.

… On this and on many other issues, you would have to know what the facts are to know that
he is lying. He is obviously counting on the fact that, in this era of dumbed-down education,
many people have no clue as to what the facts are.

He is also counting on something else — namely, that the pro-Obama media will not expose his
lies.

Can I hear an amen?

One Federal appeals court judge has put the Justice Department squarely on the hot seat over the
President’s remarks. The U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals heard oral arguments recently in another
case challenging certain aspects of Obamacare. As Dana Kaersvang, the government’s attorney, began
arguing in favor of Obamacare, Judge Jerry Smith interrupted.

“I want to be sure that you are telling us that the Attorney General and the Department of Justice do
recognize the authority of the federal courts through unelected judges to strike acts of Congress or
portions thereof in appropriate cases,” Smith said. He ordered Kaersvang to write him a letter stating
the position of the U.S. attorney general and the Justice Department on the concept of judicial review.

“The letter needs to be at least three pages, single spaced, no less and it needs to be specific. It needs
to make specific reference to the president’s statements,” the judge said.
We can’t know for certain how the Supreme Court will rule. But there is no question that most
Americans want to see the Federal mandate repealed. The latest opinion poll I’ve seen puts the number
at 72 percent of Americans who want this part of Obamacare overturned. A smaller majority want the
entire measure repealed. And that was even before we saw the latest estimates of what this incredible
boondoggle will cost.

Last month, the Congressional Budget Office released new estimates of what the Affordable Care Act
will cost us taxpayers over the next 10 years. It turns out it’s not nearly as affordable as Obama and his
supporters promised.

In March 2010, the CBO estimated the Obamacare would cost $940 billion over the next decade. Their
new number is a staggering $1.76 trillion. Since taxes will cover less than half that amount, Obamacare
will add a chunk to our national debt.

It’s now been two years since Obamacare was rushed through Congress. At the time, House Speaker
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Nancy Pelosi said, “We have to pass the bill so that you can find out what’s in it.”

Well, now we know what’s in it. And the more we learn, the less we like it.

Let’s hope that in November, most voters pay attention to issues that really matter — such as their
freedom and prosperity — and ignore such frivolous sideshows as doggiegate.

Until next time, keep some powder dry.

Chip Wood was the first news editor of The Review of the News and also wrote for American Opinion,
our two predecessor publications. He is now the geopolitical editor of Personal Liberty Digest, where
his Straight Talk column appears weekly. This article first appeared in PersonalLiberty.com and has
been reprinted with permission.
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