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OKC Grand Juror Vindicated

It was after 10:00 p.m. on February 29th when this reporter rolled into Oklahoma Stallion Station, the
thoroughbred stud ranch of Hoppy Heidelberg south of Oklahoma City. It had not been an easy day for
Mr. Heidelberg; a few hours earlier a kick from an uncooperative mare had dislocated his right
shoulder, leaving his arm in a painful and severely disfigured position. The paramedics who had
responded to his son’s 911 call were aghast at the grotesque rearrangement of the horse breeder’s
physique and the obvious agony it was causing him, but apologetically explained that they were not
permitted to touch his shoulder. They could take him to the emergency room in the ambulance,
however.

“Heck, I wasn’t going to pay $500 for an ambulance ride,” said Heidelberg. Instead he had his son,
Houston, drive him into town. But with his arm twisted around and sticking out backwards, just getting
into the car was a trick in itself. And the ride was excruciating. Then the doctor had “a devil of a time”
putting the displaced appendage back in its socket.

Proof Positive

But in spite of the pain, exhaustion, and the restriction of an arm sling, the spunky horseman was in
high spirits. He had just acquired the proof he needed — and which he had been seeking for the past
four months — to clear his name. On October 24th, U.S. District Judge David L. Russell had dismissed
Heidelberg from the federal grand jury that had indicted Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols for the
April 19th bombing of the A.P. Murrah Building. Heidelberg was accused of having violated his oath of
secrecy by allegedly leaking details of the grand jury proceedings to Lawrence Myers of Media

Bypass magazine. In his letter of dismissal, Judge Russell warned the dissident juror that his “obligation
of secrecy continues” and held out the prospect of fines and prison for any disclosure of jury
proceedings. (See “New Charges of OKC Cover-up” in our November 27, 1995 issue).

Although many have commended Heidelberg for attempting to uphold the rights of jurors and expose
misconduct and cover-up by federal prosecutors, much of the media treatment has tended to cast him in
an unfavorable light, to present him as “anti-government,” “right-wing,” “extremist.” The day this writer
arrived at his ranch he had just weathered another round of criticism and condemnation. Television
news coverage of court hearings the day before had carried interviews with some family members of
bombing victims who had harshly criticized the former juror for allegedly jeopardizing the indictments.
In a February 29th article, The Daily Oklahoman quoted a woman whose husband had been killed in the
blast as calling Heidelberg “a nut.” “Anybody ... (who) would break the law the way he did, I don’t think
that’s right,” she said. “He took an oath, and he apparently didn’t think that was worth a whole lot.”

” o«

Honesty Bypass

Heidelberg had contended from the beginning that he had not been the source of the leak to Media
Bypass, but he had been unable to prove it — until now. How, then, did the magazine obtain its
information about the juror’s run-ins with the federal prosecutors and his objections to apparent
attempts to cover up evidence and witnesses concerning John Doe No. 2? Using answering machine
tapes and tape recordings of telephone conversations he had just acquired, Hoppy Heidelberg pieced
together this timeline for The New American:

* August 10, 1995: The grand jury delivers its indictments against Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols.
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* Early September 1995: Heidelberg contacts Nebraska attorney John DeCamp to represent him.
Concerned that federal prosecutors are stymieing his legitimate efforts to question witnesses and carry
out his sworn duty as a grand juror, and convinced that an effort is underway “to protect the identity of
certain suspects, namely John Doe II,” Heidelberg is seeking legal advice regarding his options. Unable
to get free to interview Heidelberg himself, DeCamp sends his investigator to do the attorney-client
interview. DeCamp says he never authorized his investigator to bring anyone else to the interview.
Apparently fearing for Heidelberg’s safety, however, the investigator decides to videotape the interview
and brings a video producer along with him. Heidelberg refuses to be videotaped, but allows the
producer to sit in, believing the interview to be protected by attorney-client privilege.*

» September 23, 1995: At the Sports Edition bar of the Hilton Hotel in Pasadena, California, the video
producer relates Hoppy Heidelberg’s story to a group of five or six people at his table. One of those in
the group is Troy Underhill, research director for Media Bypass. Underhill notifies Lawrence

Myers, Media Bypass’ lead investigator on the OKC bombing.

* September 24 or 25, 1995: Lawrence Myers contacts the video producer and learns the identity of the
grand juror (Heidelberg) and details of the grand jury proceedings. Myers then contacts Heidelberg and
attempts to get an interview. On advice from DeCamp and due to his own wish not to break the story
before the grand jury completes its tour, Heidelberg refuses to grant an interview.

* September 26, 1995: Myers tapes a telephone interview with the video producer based on the
information the producer heard during the privileged interview between Heidelberg and DeCamp’s
investigator. Myers then leaves a message on DeCamp’s voice mail: “I've already got the whole story E
He [Heidelberg] will not consent to an interview....” Myers says he intends to run the story anyway and
it would be better if Heidelberg would talk with him. DeCamp advises Heidelberg of the message; both
believe Myers is bluffing and are not aware that the video producer has leaked the story to him. Myers
calls Heidelberg, who takes the call in an effort to determine whether or not he is bluffing. It is soon
evident that Myers is not bluffing, that someone has indeed divulged intimate details of the grand jury
proceedings. Heidelberg plays along to find out who leaked the story.

No Regrets

The tape recordings bear out what Hoppy Heidelberg has contended all along: 1) that he was frustrated
by the failure of federal prosecutors to present important evidence and witnesses and by their attempts
to intimidate him and prevent him from exercising his right to question witnesses; 2) that he pursued all
legal and honorable means at his disposal to address what he viewed as a terribly flawed process; and
3) that he had no intention of leaking the story to the press and was not responsible for doing so.

Although it has cost him a great deal of heartache and turmoil, Heidelberg is not bitter about, nor does
he regret, the leaking of the story. “In the long run it was probably a good thing,” he says. “Otherwise I
may never have gone public with this and an enormous injustice may have been done. As I've said
before, the reason I was so concerned with the way the grand jury was going was that it looked like the
whole truth was not going to be allowed to come out, and I think the families of the victims have a right
to know who all was involved and to know that every effort was made to bring all involved to justice. I'd
like to think that my efforts contributed to making sure that happens.”

* Mr. Heidelberg has shared with The New American the names of the investigator and the video
producer but has requested that they remain confidential.
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Oklahoma Bombing Updates and Developments

State Grand Jury. The effort led by State Representative Charles Key to empanel a grand jury in
Oklahoma County to investigate the April 19th bombing has twice been rejected by Judge Daniel Owen.
According to Key, “As far as we can tell, from the case law and legal authorities we’ve consulted, it is
very extraordinary to be turned down like this.” The judge’s decision has been appealed to the state
Supreme Court, whose decision is expected to be rendered sometime in April.

Trial Dates and Venue. On December 1, 1995, U.S. District Judge Wayne Alley was removed as
presiding judge over the bombing case, after it was revealed that his decision to stay home the day of
the bombing may have stemmed from a warning he had received from security officials shortly before
the bombing. (See “Prior Knowledge,” in our December 11, 1995 issue). On December 4th, U.S. District
Court Judge Richard P. Matsch of Denver, Colorado was assigned to take over the case. The trial venue
has since been moved to Denver and Judge Matsch has set dates for a series of hearings that may lead
to an actual trial date of October or November.

The Investigation Continues

Although there are still numerous unanswered questions and many troubling aspects of the bombing
which remain unsolved, The New American has made some major discoveries and breakthroughs that
appear to have eluded the “investigative journalists” of the Establishment press as well as Bill Clinton’s
and Janet Reno’s law enforcement professionals assigned to the case. Some of the lines of investigation
to be explored in upcoming articles include:

John Doe No. 2. More evidence has been uncovered that he does indeed exist, and that additional John
Does accompanied him and McVeigh on the morning of April 19th.

The Mideast Terror Connection. Mounting evidence points to an Iraqgi/Libyan/Russian connection.
Why is this being ignored? Is there a connection to the World Trade Center bombing and other more
recent terrorist acts?

Elohim City. How was Timothy McVeigh connected to this rural, white separatist commune in
Oklahoma, and what is the relationship that connects Elohim City, the neo-nazi White Aryan Resistance
network, and the mysterious German national Andreas Strassmeir, who reportedly served as the
commune’s director of security before fleeing to Berlin in January of this year? Are these just “home
grown” racists or is there a deeper agenda involving agents provacateur?

Prior Knowledge. New evidence indicates that personnel in various federal law enforcement agencies
knew something about the impending bomb attack beforehand.

Intimidation. There have been attempts by federal investigators to quash testimony of witnesses who
do not toe the Clinton Administration’s “party line.”
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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