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In his final judgment in the case Harvest
Rock Church v. Gavin Newsom, U.S. District
Judge Jesus G. Bernal ordered Newsom to
pay the church’s legal fees and related
expenses, totaling $1.35 million.

Of course, since the complaint charged
Newsom with unconstitutional restrictions
against California churches in his “official
capacity” as governor, he won’t pay a dime.
The citizens of California will.

In November, California voters will likely
remember this, along with a very long list of
other grievances, when they vote to oust AP Images
Newsom.

More importantly, however, is what else the ruling accomplished. As Bernal wrote:

It is hereby ORDERED that Defendant, Gavin Newsom, in his official capacity as Governor
of the State of California, all State officers, agents, employees, and all other persons in
active concert or participation with him, are hereby permanently enjoined state-wide from
issuing or enforcing regulations issued in connection with the COVID-19 State of Emergency
declared on March 4.

Those regulations not only essentially shut down all worship services in the more than 3,000 churches
serving the spiritual needs of Californians, but they extended through April — 13 months — and were
only reduced upon direct orders of the Supreme Court in a separate lawsuit also brought by Harvest
Rock.

In other words, Newsom acted unconstitutionally, and refused to withdraw his illegal actions until he
was forced to do so by the court. He couldn’t let go of the illegal power he assumed, using COVID-19 as
cover.

Bernal’s ruling extended to the potential issuance of “any new public health precautions on religious
worship services and gatherings at places of worship ... and any restrictions or prohibitions [he might
issue in the future] on the religious exercise of singing and chanting” during those worship services.

In a side note, Bernal said that his “order does not prohibit the State from issuing recommendations,
best practices, precautions, or other measures, as long as such promulgations make clear to the public
that they are voluntary and not enforceable.” This is what Newsom, and every other power-hungry
governor issuing similar mandates, should have done from the very beginning: giving the sovereign
citizens the information they needed to make proper, reasonable, and personally responsible decisions
on their own, without the threats of fines and imprisonment by their states.

é

The pastor of Harvest Church, Reverend Ché Ahn, responded to the ruling:
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After nearly a yearlong battle defending our religious freedoms, our lawsuit has reached a
permanent settlement in our favor.

I am thrilled to see the complete reversal of the last discriminatory restrictions against
churches in California.

Reverend Ahn was referring to the original draconian shutdown of all church services in March 2020,
which were modified slightly two months later, but then were put back on, extending through April
2021.

Mat Staver, the founder for Liberty Counsel, the non-profit law firm that represented Harvest Church,
was far less charitable:

Governor Gavin Newsom'’s COVID restrictions discriminated against churches while
providing preferential treatment to many secular businesses and gatherings. The Supreme
Court intervened multiple times to provide relief.

Under the settlement, California may never again place discriminatory restrictions on
churches and places of worship.

We are grateful for Pastor Ché Ahn, Harvest Rock Church, and Harvest International
Ministry. Pastor Ahn’s leadership and courage has toppled the tyranny and freed every
pastor and church in California.

Added Staver: “What'’s important is [that] this ruling is permanent. He [Newsom] cannot ever do this
again.”

Staver must know that the battle for religious liberty is a continuous one, and that once Newsom is
replaced there is likely to be another battle and another one after that brought by his replacement with
the same mindset: Religious freedom is expendable in the face of public health threats, real or
imagined.

For now, pastors of those 3,000 California churches may breathe easier in light of Judge Bernal’s ruling.
But they must remain vigilant lest they find themselves targeted again for worshiping God rather than
the state.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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