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U.S. DOJ Sues Tennessee Over HIV Prostitution Law
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The Civil Rights Division of the U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a lawsuit
today against the State of Tennessee for
allegedly discriminating against individuals
infected with human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) who engage in prostitution.

Justice Department Sues
Tennessee for Enforcing State
Law that Discriminates Against
People with HIV

�: https://t.co/npb3ABCVK0
pic.twitter.com/LWiMK9xXjH

— DOJ Civil Rights Division
(@CivilRights) February 15,
2024

The state of Tennessee’s aggravated
prostitution statute elevates what would
otherwise be a misdemeanor crime to a
felony if an HIV-positive individual engages
in prostitution. Individuals convicted under
the aggravated prostitution statute face
three to 15 years in prison due to the risk of
transmitting HIV.

Noting that their announcement was being released on World AIDS Day, the DOJ had notified
Tennessee on December 1, 2023, that the law allegedly violated the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA).

Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke stated in December’s press release, “Tennessee’s aggravated
prostitution law is outdated, has no basis in science, discourages testing and further marginalizes
people living with HIV….. People living with HIV should not be treated as violent sex offenders for the
rest of their lives solely because of their HIV status. The Justice Department is committed to ensuring
that people with disabilities are protected from discrimination.”

https://www.justice.gov/d9/2024-02/complaint-u.s._v._state_of_tennessee_and_tennessee_bureau_of_investigation.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2024-02/complaint-u.s._v._state_of_tennessee_and_tennessee_bureau_of_investigation.pdf
https://t.co/npb3ABCVK0
https://t.co/LWiMK9xXjH
https://twitter.com/CivilRights/status/1758160846235017263?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/CivilRights/status/1758160846235017263?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-tennessee-enforcing-state-law-discriminates-against-people-hiv
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-tennessee-enforcing-state-law-discriminates-against-people-hiv
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-finds-enforcement-tennessee-state-law-discriminates-against-people-hiv
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-finds-enforcement-tennessee-state-law-discriminates-against-people-hiv
https://ttipwatch.net/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by D. Michael DeRidder on February 15, 2024

Page 2 of 2

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://ttipwatch.net/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://ttipwatch.net/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://ttipwatch.net/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf

