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Blinken Meets With Netanyahu to Negotiate Israel-Hamas
Peace Deal

AP Images
Antony Blinken and Benjamin Netanyahu

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
traveled to Israel today, his ninth visit since
the war in Gaza began on October 7, 2023.
Blinken met with Israeli leaders Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President
Isaac Herzog, and Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant.

During a three-hour meeting with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
Blinken discussed the war in Gaza, as well
as ongoing hostage and peace negotiations
between Israel and Hamas. After the
meeting, Blinken said Netanyahu has agreed
to a proposal, telling reporters in Tel Aviv:

In a very constructive meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu today, he confirmed to me
that Israel accepts the bridging proposal…. It’s now incumbent on Hamas to do the same.

The meeting lasted approximately three hours. The Prime Minister reiterated Israel's
commitment to the current American proposal on the release of our hostages, which takes
into account Israel's security needs, which he strongly insists on.

— Prime Minister of Israel (@IsraeliPM) August 19, 2024

During a press conference with Herzog, Blinken emphasized the urgency of the hostage situation,
stating the opportunity to negotiate a peace agreement and return of hostages is closing:

Well, Mr. President, thank you very much. It’s always good to be with you and good to be
back in Israel. This is my ninth visit since October 7th to Israel, to the Middle East. And this
is a decisive moment — probably the best, maybe the last, opportunity to get the hostages
home, to get a ceasefire, and to put everyone on a better path to enduring peace and
security.

Blinken also said the purpose of his visit was to mediate a peace agreement between Israel and Hamas
on behalf of President Biden:

I’m here as part of an intensive diplomatic effort on President Biden’s instructions to try to
get this agreement to the line and, ultimately, over the line. It is time for it to get done….
But the focus of my visit is intensely on getting the hostages back, getting the ceasefire
done. It is time for everyone to get to yes and to not look for any excuses to say no.

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/blinken-warns-israel-hamas-best-last-chance-end-gaza-war-2024-08-19/?utm_source=Sailthru&amp;utm_medium=Newsletter&amp;utm_campaign=Daily-Briefing&amp;utm_term=081924&amp;user_email=e8285350adfa14521695957e0313b7a078bb62153ef2c1d0b2d0fd6db5dab238&amp;lctg=6553804f0fdfe4dc77043844
https://twitter.com/IsraeliPM/status/1825500339480449074?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-israeli-president-isaac-herzog-before-their-meeting-11/
https://ttipwatch.net/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf
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.@SecBlinken met with Israeli President @Isaac_Herzog this morning in Tel Aviv with a
clear message that this might be “the last opportunity to get the hostages home. To get a
ceasefire and to put everyone on a better path”. pic.twitter.com/Jcfu6ER4aC

— U.S. Embassy Jerusalem (@usembassyjlm) August 19, 2024

In a statement about his meeting with Blinken, Gallant said the Israel Defense Forces would continue to
put military pressure on Hamas, and urged the United States to lead political pressure on Hamas,
stating on X:

I hosted the American Secretary of State Anthony Blinken in my office and emphasized to
him – as Israel is leading military pressure on Hamas — that the US should lead the political
pressure, until an outline is reached for the return of the abductees.

אירחתי בלשכתי את מזכיר המדינה האמריקני אנתוני בלינקן והדגשתי בפניו – כפי שישראל
מובילה לחץ צבאי על חמאס – על ארה״ב להוביל את הלחץ המדיני, עד להשגת מתווה להשבת החטופים.

pic.twitter.com/oUP4zqxOuc

Yoav Gallant (@yoavgallant) August 19, 2024 – יואב גלנט —

https://twitter.com/SecBlinken?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/Isaac_Herzog?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Jcfu6ER4aC
https://twitter.com/usembassyjlm/status/1825448127190458633?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/yoavgallant/status/1825572688708112467
https://t.co/oUP4zqxOuc
https://twitter.com/yoavgallant/status/1825572688708112467?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://ttipwatch.net/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf
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