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Iranian protester Erfan Soltani released on bail following
fears of execution, reports say
An Iranian man who was detained in connection to anti-government protests and reportedly sentenced
to death has been released on bail, according to a rights group and Iranian state media.

Erfan Soltani, 26, was arrested last month as demonstrations roiled the country, sparking a violent
crackdown by authorities. He was detained on January 10 at his home in Fardis, a city about 25 miles
west of Tehran, and charged with “assembly and collusion against the country’s internal security” as
well as “propaganda activities” against the regime, according to the state broadcaster IRIB.

Following him arrest, the US State Department and one of Soltani’s relatives said Iranian authorities
planned to execute Soltani, but Iran’s judiciary dismissed those reports as “fabricated news,” according
to IRIB.

Soltani’s family later said his execution was postponed, and US President Donald Trump said he had
received assurances “on good authority” that there was no plan for executions in Iran amid fears for
Soltani’s fate. Trump has warned Iran against executing protesters, saying the US would “take strong
action.”

https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/middleeast/erfan-soltani-iranian-protester-execution-fears-intl
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