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‘A hurricane is coming’: Havana prepares people for war
as US shuts off Cuba’s oil valve

Havana, Cuba - As tensions between

the US and Cuba rise to the highest levels
since the Cuban Missile Crisis, the mood
was grim at a recent staff meeting at the US |
Embassy in Havana.

“If you don’t have your bag packed yet, then
pack your bag,” US Charge d’Affaires Mike
Hammer said, according to a person present
at the meeting.

“The Cubans have complained for years
about ‘the blockade’,” Hammer told the
assembled American diplomats and local
staff, referring to the Cuban government’s
term for the more than six-decade US
economic embargo on Cuba.

“But now there is going to be a real blockade,” Hammer continued. “Nothing is getting in. No more oil
is coming.”

Contacted by CNN about the diplomat’s ominous words, a State Department spokesperson said they do
not comment on internal meetings.

While there is no sign of any drawdown of US diplomats from Havana, the stark warning came just
weeks after a US raid in Caracas killed 32 Cuban military and intelligence officials protecting
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro - the most lethal confrontation between US and Cuban forces
since the end of the Cold War.
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https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/12/americas/cuba-push-back-trump-oil-deal-intl-hnk
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/23/americas/venezuela-maduro-fort-tiuna-compound-operation-reconstruction-intl-invs
https://ttipwatch.net/author/denz/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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